The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Ridgend House Burnley was a place steeped in history and legend, located on land that is now 
part of Queen's Park in Burnley, Lancashire. While the house itself is long gone, its memory 
lives on in the stories that have been passed down through the generations. 

Originally a farmstead of substantial structure, Ridgend House was built in the Elizabethan style 
and belonged to the Tattersalls, a family of considerable wealth and substance in the 15th 
century. However, family quarrels and other misfortunes led to the dissipation of their fortunes, 
and in 1719 the property was sold to the Claytons of Carr Hall. 

Over the years, the property changed hands several times before being acquired by the Thursby's 
of Ormerod. In 1888, the land was donated to Burnley Corporation for conversion into a park 
for the use of Burnley townspeople. 

Despite its rich history, one of the most enduring legends associated with Ridgend House 
concerns the eerie sounds of galloping horses that were often heard along a nearby road at night. 
According to local lore, the road led from the high road to Ridgend House, and it was believed 
that the sounds were made by a team of invisible horses heading towards the house. 

Legend had it that the horses were the spirits of a team of horses whose driver was murdered 
early one morning as he was starting for Halifax. The driver's murderer was never found, and it 
was believed that the invisible horses were a reminder that justice had yet to be served. 

The story goes that there was once a wainhouse on the road belonging to Rowley Hall, and the 
driver of the team was murdered as he was starting for Halifax. Despite investigations, the 
murderer was never found, and it was believed that the invisible horses were a reminder that 
justice had yet to be served. 

While the sounds of the horses have not been heard by living people for some time, it is possible 
that the phenomena ceased with the death of the murderer, who has long since gone to his 
account. 

In any case, the legend of the invisible horses remains a part of the lore surrounding Ridgend 
House. 

perhaps the phenomena ceased with the death of the murderer, now long since gone to his 
account. 
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